ADVISORY DESK/ CODES & STANDARDS

AD 502: Design to BS 5950 and other standards

The Advisory Desk is regularly asked whether it
is acceptable to carry out structural designs to
standards other than the Eurocodes. This note
draws attention to the statement in Approved
Document A of the Building Regulations 2010,
Structure, regarding the use of the guidance it
contains.

Page 3 of Approved Document A, headed Use of

Guidance states in the second paragraph that the
document lists “all the documents that have been
approved by the Secretary of State” for the purpose
of providing practical guidance with respect to the
requirements of the Building Regulations 2010 for
England and Wales. The list includes Eurocodes

BS EN 1090-2, BS EN 1990, BS EN 1991-1, BS EN
1993-1 and BS EN 1994-1 amongst others for the
design of steel and composite steel and concrete

buildings. The Eurocodes listed contain the most
up to date and coherent published guidance
available for the design of steel structures.

The third paragraph states that there may well
be alternative ways of achieving compliance with
the requirements and continues “Thus there is
no obligation to adopt any particular solution
contained in an Approved Document if you prefer
to meet the relevant requirement in some other
way.”

It is therefore acceptable to use alternative
standards to Eurocodes for structural design
as long as the requirements of the Building
Regulations are met. The Approved Document
also includes the possibility of using withdrawn
standards to demonstrate compliance, within the
subsequent guidance under the heading ‘British

Standards’: “There may be alternative ways of
achieving compliance with the requirements and
there might be cases when it can be demonstrated
that the use of withdrawn standards no longer
maintained by the British Standards Institution
continues to meet Part A requirements.”

Designers should however bear in mind that
alternative or withdrawn standards such as BS
5950-1:2000 have not been updated with the
most recent developments in the design of steel
structures. In addition, there may be contractual
requirements to use a particular set of standards
for design.
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New and revised codes and standards

From BSI Updates February 2023

BS EN PUBLICATIONS

BS EN 17632-1:2022

Building information modelling (BIM). Semantic
modelling and linking (SML). Generic modelling
patterns

no current standard is superseded

BS EN ISO 25901-2:2022

Welding and allied processes. Vocabulary. Health
and safety

no current standard is superseded

BS IMPLEMENTATIONS

BS ISO 6707-3:2022

Buildings and civil engineering works. Vocabulary.
Sustainability terms

supersedes BS ISO 6707-3:2017

BRITISH STANDARDS REVIEWED AND
CONFIRMED

BS EN 12155:2000
Curtain walling. Watertightness. Laboratory test
under static pressure

BS EN 12179:2000
Curtain walling. Resistance to wind load. Test
method

BS EN 13051:2001
Curtain walling. Watertightness. Site test

NEW WORK STARTED

EN 12077-2

Cranes safety. Requirements for health and safety.
Limiting and indicating devices

will supersede BS EN 12077-2:1998+A1:2008

ENISO 16834

Welding consumables. Wire electrodes, wires, rods
and deposits for gas shielded arc welding of high
strength steels. Classification

will supersede BS EN ISO 16834:2012

ISO 18953

Steel structures. Structural bolting. Test method to
determine loss of pretension from faying surface
coatings

will supersede None

BS 8460
Safe use of MEWPs. Code of practice
will supersede BS 8460:2017

DRAFT BRITISH STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC
COMMENT - ADOPTIONS

23/30442966 DC

BS ISO 12480-1 Cranes. Safe use. General
Comments for the above document were required by 25
February, 2023

ISO PUBLICATIONS

ISO 5173:2023

Destructive tests on welds in metallic materials.
Bend tests

Will be implemented as an identical British Standard
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